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Curriculum Policy

Dubai School’s Mission: Combining an inquisitive teaching approach and future-focused skillset
delivery, we work hand-in-hand with the community to nurture students to become independent
and empathetic learners. We offer an American education that will be guided by Arabic principles

and Islamic values which will foster future-ready graduates, driven by pride and tolerance.

Policy Statement: Dubai Schools offers an international education with a focus on the Arabic
language and Islamic values, providing a comprehensive and balanced American Curriculum based
on the New York State Education Department (NYSED) standards leading to the award of the
High School Diploma.

Dubai Schools ensure that all students have access to a broad, balanced, engaging, and inclusive
curriculum that is complemented by extracurricular activities and enrichment programs which
nurtures a holistic development of the students; socially, emotionally, and cognitively. This policy
sets out the requirements and standards to support the delivery of our school’s high-quality
curriculum that strengthens students’ critical thinking skills and strives for pedagogical

excellence.

Purpose: It establishes the guidelines for the development, implementation, review, and
evaluation of the curriculum in DSAK, which is based on the New York Next Generation State
Standards for English Language Arts, Math, and Science and MOE Standards for Arabic

Language and Islamic Education.

The Curriculum Policy aims to ensure that the curriculum at DSAK:

e Fulfills all KHDA, MOE, and NEASC accreditation curricular requirements.
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Enables all students, throughout the curriculum, to develop a broad understanding of and
respect for the UAE culture and national identity to acquire the necessary skills and values
that will contribute to nation-building and meeting national priorities.

Ensures that the curriculum is comprehensive, aligned to the vision, mission, and core
values of Dubai Schools, and has clear links to enterprise and innovation. This is evident
in STEAM classes in Grades 5 to 7 and ICT integration across all grade levels.

Ensures that curriculum implementation has a significant impact on improving student
outcomes.

Meet the needs of all students with a wide range of abilities and to increase the student’s
learning outcomes through effective differentiation within the classroom, curriculum
adaptation, and/or personalized learning.

Provides Cross-curricular links for meaningful and authentic learning experiences required
to achieve world-class standards. This is evident in most of the classes, especially in
STEAM classes that integrate multiple subjects, demonstrating how they interconnect
and apply to real-world scenarios.

Embeds a structured progression of learning skills within the curriculum to ensure a

stimulating and challenging program of learning and development for all students.

Curriculum Design and Implementation:

At Dubai Schools, we follow a backward design model to design our curriculum which aligns to

our identity as an American School and to the UAE’s National Vision.

The New York Next Generation State Standards, NGSS, and MOE standards outline the scope

and sequence of learning experiences in a course and grade level, providing students with

opportunities to acquire content, concepts, and skills. This mapping process directs the design,

implementation, and assessment of the curriculum, promoting high-quality education and

student achievement.

A verti

cally (across grade level) and horizontally (within grade level) aligned progression of

learning skills with a clear set of learning objectives clarifying what students are expected to learn
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and apply in every cycle, aligned to standardized benchmarks and international assessment
frameworks. This is evidenced in DSAK’s scope and sequence, yearly overviews, and curriculum
map.

The culturally responsive curriculum prepares the students for opportunities for success in their
next level of education and future careers. It cultivates character, collaboration, communication,
research, critical thinking, problem-solving, digital literacy, innovation, self-management, and
positive attitudes. It is designed to ensure that all students are making accelerated progress
through adaptive teaching and emphasis of foundational skills to close the attainment gap.
Master Timetables and Class Timetables accurately reflect the allotted time for each subject

taught as per MOE and KHDA curricular requirements.

Curriculum Adaptation and Differentiation:
Most students at Dubai Schools are EAL Learners, and as a result, various provisions and
adaptations have been implemented to accommodate students’ varying levels of English

proficiency by adjusting pacing, identifying priorities, and supporting standards.

The DSAK curriculum is thoughtfully designed to implement inclusive education through adaptive
teaching strategies and personalized learning and intervention to enable every student to achieve
the highest standard possible. Through appropriate modifications, the curriculum provides
learning opportunities for all students according to the students’ data and identified learning
needs, supporting them in reaching their personal and academic goals through the tiered model
of support; An approach to meeting the different needs of students which acknowledges that
most needs can be met by the teacher (Tier 1: Universal), whilst some may require specific
interventions (Tier 2: Targeted) and a few may require a high degree of personalization and
possibly external support by specialists (Tier 3: Intensive and Individualized). This includes models

such as the Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS).
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Students are offered multiple approaches to learning, whether independently, in pairs, or in
groups, and they are encouraged to demonstrate their learning in diverse ways.

Documented Learning Plans that outline any personalized learning targets, modifications to the
curriculum, additional support, or tools for learning that are agreed upon by school staff, parents,
and students (where appropriate), including Individual Educational Plans (IEP), Individual Support
Plans (ISP), Behavior Support Plans (BSP), and Advanced Learning Plans (ALP). This may address
any specific identified academic, behavioral, language, or social and emotional need.

Moreover, a range of extracurricular activities complement and extend learning beyond the
classroom, fostering curiosity, enjoyment, and engagement within the wider community. include
a wide. The extracurricular activities include a range of social, cultural, scientific, athletic,
intellectual, artistic, and/or philanthropic enrichment programs across all cycles to ensure

opportunity, access, and participation by all students.

Adaptation for the Gifted and Talented students (G&T):

The DSAK curriculum is tailored for students identified as gifted and talented. These students
are academically challenged through Project-Based Learning, and STEAM activities, which offer
rigor, relevance, and real-life application while fostering critical thinking. Additionally,
instructional strategies are differentiated to modify the learning process, expectations, and
outcomes.

G&T students are identified by reviewing the academic records (MAP scores, NGRT, ABT, ISBT,,

and internal assessment data).

Adaptation for SEN Students:

Students identified by external professionals as having learning needs receive Individualized
Education Programs (IEPs). The DSAK curriculum is designed to support these students through
a dedicated department that creates IEPs and assigns specialists to provide personalized in-class
support. The inclusion department offers one-on-one assistance to students and advises

classroom teachers on inclusive practices. Support includes developing IEPs, modifying
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assessments and curriculum expectations, conducting support sessions, and offering parental

guidance.

Curriculum Rationale:

KG1 and KG2:

Our play-based curriculum is based on the New York Next Generation State Standards and is
modified to include links to UAE culture and heritage. It fosters children's physical, emotional,
social, and linguistic growth while laying the foundation for literacy and numeracy. Children's
knowledge, skills, and understanding are nurtured through their interests and curiosity.

The Arabic and Islamic classes in KG are designed to create a strong foundation in language and
religious education, helping young learners develop an understanding of their cultural and

religious heritage while preparing them for future learning experiences.

Visual Arts, Music are timetabled from Grades 1 to Grade 7 and are taught by specialized
teachers, and Physical Education including swimming classes are timetabled from KG to Grade 7
to ensure that students receive a comprehensive education that includes creative and physical
development alongside academic learning.

The curriculum is enriched by special events, trips, visits from guest speakers, and collaborative

learning experiences with other students within the school.

Elementary Grades 1 to 5:

In Grades 1 to 5, students will continue to build on and consolidate their learning through active
engagement and collaborative approaches. Our Gradual Release of Responsibility Model supports
students in developing their independent learning and mastery in their learning, while also

providing the necessary support and guidance along the way.

Our cross-curricular approach, grounded in the New York Next Generation State Standards, is

enriched with connections to UAE culture and heritage. It offers integrated lessons across various
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subjects, aiming to build foundational skills in language acquisition, reading, writing, Science, and
Math to create a strong academic base that supports students’ success across different areas of

learning. Additionally, it guides students on how to apply these skills across various subjects.

MOE subjects are taught following the Curriculum requirements for private schools in Dubai.

Arabic Language is delivered with a focus on developing foundational literacy skills including
phonics, vocabulary, and comprehension with an emphasis on producing coherent written work.
Islamic studies cover religious education and ethical values, while the UAE Social Studies
curriculum provides students with a comprehensive understanding of the UAE’s history,
geography, culture, and civic principles. Moral Education in the UAE curriculum focuses on

developing students' ethical values, character, and social responsibility.

There are also opportunities for students to learn beyond the classroom through special events,

trips, visitors, and extracurricular activities.

Middle School Grades 6 to 8:

In Middle School, students are exposed to a variety of specialized subjects to support them in
identifying their strengths, areas of interest, and aspirations while preparing for high school.
Students engage in interdisciplinary and conceptual learning in relevant and stimulating
contexts.

A significant emphasis is placed on students developing full independence as learners through

the Gradual Release of Responsibility teaching model.

Our curriculum is based on New York Next Generation State Standards in English Language Arts,
Math, and Science. It provides links to UAE culture and heritage as well as the culture and heritage
of other countries. Our carefully designed Curriculum plans outline what students should master

and apply in each subject area by the end of each grade level with a focus on developing
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intermediate skills building on foundational knowledge from elementary school and preparing

students for high school-level work.

Equally important is our Ministry of Education curriculum, which includes Arabic Language,
Islamic Studies, UAE Social Studies, and Moral Education which are delivered using an interactive

and interdisciplinary approach.

Teaching and Learning Resources used to execute the curricular outcomes:

e HMH is used to support the delivery of the comprehensive KG, Elementary and Middle
School Framework in the core subjects of foundational and intermediate Literacy, Math,
and Science. The resources are tailored to active learning through hands-on Math
programs, inquiry-based Science resources, and a comprehensive literacy program that
integrates writing, language arts, and reading through leveled readers. The phonics
program in HMH helps elementary students to decode and encode words by recognizing
sounds and their corresponding letters. Children then learn to read and write, reinforcing

their understanding of how letters and sounds form words.

e MOE resources/textbooks for Arabic Language, Islamic Education, UAE Social Studies,
and Moral Education that foster UAE culture and National Identity. 7he time allocated for
teaching the MOE subjects is aligned with curriculum requirements for private schools in

Dubai;: Article 18 of the Executive Council Resolution (2) in 2017,

e Bravo Bravo is an adaptive and interactive Arabic reading platform for Grades 1 to 7. This

visually engaging, skills-based program aims to boost Arabic literacy through its leveled

readers.
Al Khawaneej 2, Dubai, United Arab Emirates www.dubaischools-alkhawaneej.ae saxiall d y=ll Glylodl W3y @jlgs.ll
A e o o\
,‘ . i 4’ o« - e N
| Q2 A W

Future-ready Trust & Empathy Collaboration & Inclusion Cultural Preservation Academic Excellence
Juiiiaall slaaidl wablailly aadl golly Haladll Asladl Legll e Blanl %Alﬂl,‘uu‘d\


http://www.dubaischools-alkhawaneej.ae/
https://www.khda.gov.ae/CMS/WebParts/TextEditor/Documents/Curriculum_Requirements_for_Private_Schools_in_Dubai_Eng.pdf

i3 JHla—0
DUBAI SCHOOLS

Abjdeat provides Arabic language skills and knowledge for kids of 3-8 years of age. (KG1
and KG2). The platform features a scaffolded approach that supports learners at various

levels, helping them build a strong foundation in the Arabic language.

IXL is an adaptive learning tool for Math, Language Arts and Science used from KG to
Grade 7. It tracks students progress and provides individualized learning paths through
interactive practice questions, real-time diagnostic tools, and analytics catering to

individual student needs and allowing them to learn at their own pace.

Assessing Curricular Outcomes:

Rigorous and coherent assessments aligned to grade-level learning outcomes are conducted

throughout every term. Assessment data triangulation is conducted to gain a comprehensive

understanding of a student's performance, progress, and needs, and to drive tailored

instruction. The Assessments include:

A
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MAP Measure of Academic Progress (Grades 1 to 7) is conducted in the Fall, Winter, and
Spring to measure students’ achievement and growth.

NGRT New Group Reading Test measures the students' reading skills and tracks
progress.

HMH formative and end-of-unit assessments (KG to Grade 7)

CAT4 (Cognitive abilities test including verbal reasoning, quantitative reasoning, spatial
reasoning, and non-verbal reasoning. This helps to understand a student’s intellectual
strengths and weaknesses.

ISBT and ABT to measure the attainment and progress of students against MOE
standards.

In-class ongoing check for understanding and summative assessments.
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Teachers provide regular and ongoing constructive guidance (feedback) to students in an ongoing

manner that is focused on growth with age-appropriate actionable recommendations.

Curriculum Review:

The SLT oversees and reviews the curriculum policy. All Middle Leaders and teaching and support
staff members are responsible for understanding this policy and evidencing its action in their
planning and teaching practices.

Course syllabi and unit plans on Atlas guides are reviewed each trimester to ensure prioritized
standards are being taught. The yearly scope and sequence are considered a working document
and will be reviewed by teachers and school leaders at the end of each academic year. Weekly

lesson plans are designed by teachers and reviewed by instructional coaches weekly.

Associated Policies:

The following policies must be referred to in consultation with the curriculum policy:
e Teaching and Learning Policy
e Inclusion Policy

e Assessment and Reporting Policy

Monitoring and Evaluation of the planned, taught, and assessed curriculum:
As part of the self-evaluation and quality assurance process, monitoring and evaluation of the
curriculum’s quality are done through:
e Lesson Observations and Constructive Guidance provided to teaching staff and Subject
leads.
e Analysis and regular tracking of assessment data
o Effective allocation and utilization of resources

e Professional Development to enhance teaching quality
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This Policy will be reviewed annually by the SLT as strategic plans are set. It is communicated to

all stakeholders and uniformly implemented across the board.

v GRR Teaching Model — To be
added to the Teaching and
Learning Policy for alignment

v’ Accreditation Body - NEASC

v Curriculum Resources

v’ Assessment Approaches to
Curriculum Outcomes.

v’ Curriculum Adaptation as
recommended by DSIB and SPD

v/ Added STEAM courses with an
identified STEAM teacher for
Grades 5to 7.

v MOE courses and subject
allocation

v’ Constructive Guidance Approach
— To be added to the Assessment
and Reporting Policy for

alignment and consistency

Associate Principal

Version | Description of Change Author(s) Date of Issue | Date of Last Review

No.

1.0 N/A Lisa Cunningham 28/09/2023 19/04/24
Elementary Principal

2.0 Changed to include details of: Samar Barakeh 12/08/2024 Next Review Date:

15/02/2024
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Principal’s Date 21/08/2024
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